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Ram-Rajay

Maryada Purushottam Shri Ram is our ideal and we generally call his
reign as 'Ram-Rajay'. According to the descriptions, that period was
the time of happiness, prosperity and splendor and thus we desire
the same for us.

Shri Ram’s state would have achieved that splendor only through the
constructive contribution of its citizens, through its system and
policies and their implementation. It is essential to have efficient and
competent officers and workers for the implementation of the
systems. It is impossible for such systems to be successful without
the cooperation and contribution from those, for whom these
arrangements are made.

Shri Ram describing the qualities of a king, his responsibilities and
how he should rule, says to his brother Bharat:

e Those who always follow ‘Dharm’, are ‘Brahmveta’ (extremely
knowledgeable), modest, well experienced, scholars who keep a
constant watch on policies as described in scriptures, elders,
brothers, teachers, parents, doctors, masters of weaponry, pundits
of economics should be respected.

e Appoint humble, wise priests having knowledge of different
methods of ‘Havan’, should inform himself about their different
works, future purposes and arrangements.

e The king should appoint brave, strong, clever, knowledge (of the
scriptures) and noble people as his ministers.

e The relationship of the king with his ministers and chief officers
should be such that they would not only always love him but would
also be ready to sacrifice their lives for him.

e Wise consultation is the root of a king's victory. This can only be
successful when the ‘Amaty’ (ministers advising the king in the
state policies) maintain secrecy.

« Do not contemplate on a subject alone or consult with many, so
that the secret consultation does not leak and reach the enemy.

e A task, achievable with little effort but yielding big results, once
decided, must be started without any delay.

e Only when the task is completed or is near completion, should
others come to know about it. The king should take care to keep
the knowledge about future programs confidential whereas the
king and his amatys should be clever to know even the secret
thoughts of others through discussions, tactic etc.

e The king should keep one pandit (scholar) in place of thousand
fools (sycophants) because only a learned person can bring
welfare in times of economic crisis. The appointment and
responsibilities of his staff should also be according to their
knowledge and capabilities.

e Amatys who do not accept bribe, are immaculate, pure from heart
and have been serving since the time of their forefathers should
be appointed by the king for responsible tasks.

e The king should always pay attention that the subjects do not
despise the administration due to harsh punishments, and they
also do not disrespect the king because of excessive taxes.

e A person who is always content, brave, patient, intelligent, pious,
noble and is self-confident, should be made a military leader only
after testing his bravery.

e Soldiers should get proper salary and allowances on time without
delay, lest they lose allegiance to the master and become
rebellious.

e The person appointed as ambassador should be a resident of his
own country, scholar, skilled, talented, and intellectual and should
convey as he is told.

o About the external and internal security of the state (see: Hum
Naa Bhooleen - Deepawali - Concept of Ram-Rajay)

e The king should not associate with the atheist Brahmins because
they are skillful in diverting the intellect from achieving a good
task. Despite being ignorant, they consider themselves to be great
scholars. Their knowledge is against the Veds, and despite having
authentic scriptures, they make futile debates by taking help of
logical intellect.

e The king should strengthen the boundaries of his kingdom and
build official buildings, temples, pond etc. to make cities beautiful.
People of every ‘varn’ (Brahmin, Kshatriy, Vaishy and Shudr)
should reside in the cities. Regular social events and festivals
must reflect the beauty and glory of the city.

e The king should make arrangements to ensure that there is always
an abundance of healthy animals for agriculture. Irrigation should
be possible with water from rivers and reservoirs so that people do
not have to depend on rain water only.

e The state remains happy and prosperous when engaged in
agriculture and business, hence the king should always pay
attention to the requirements of ‘Vaishys’. All citizens should be
able to lead their life according to ‘Dharm’ and should be fed well.

e Ted! www.humnaabhooleen.com Aditya Safini
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e Every morning the king should give audience to his people on the
main streets of the city. His middle line position towards his staff
(neither should they be fearless to approach him anywhere
anytime, nor should they stay away from him due to fear) is
appropriate for economic success.

e The forts of the king should be full of wealth, food, weapons,
water, instruments, craftsmen and soldiers. The income of the
state should be more than the expenditure. The money from
treasury should never be given to the ineligible.

e The king should ensure a judicial system that it should be
impossible to blame or punish a capable, innocent person by
offering benefits to someone without consulting the scholars about
the matter.

e A person who has been convicted as a thief by presenting
evidences, should not be pardoned in return of money.

¢ In adispute between rich and poor, the courts of the state should
not covet money etc. and consider the matter impartially.

e The king should ensure that ‘Dharm’ should not be harmed by
economy or economy through Dharm. There should not be any
obstacle for either ‘Dharm’ or economy, by any act accomplished
with attachment or greed.

¢ Victory over the senses by the intellect, Dashvarg?®, Panchvarg?,
Chaturvarg®, Saptavarg®, Ashtavarg®, Trivarg®, Three Vidya’, Six
Guns®, Natural and Human Obstacles®, King's ethical actions?©,
Vinshativarg!?, Prakritimandal'?, and the skill to make army
formations during attack are to be taken care of by the king. He
should renounce the renounceable faults.

1. The ten faults (Dashvarg) arising out of lust are: hunting, gambling,
sleeping during the day, condemning others, desires of women,
drinking, dancing-, singing-, playing- and wandering without reason.

2. Water-fort, Hill-fort, Forest-fort, Irini-fort and Dhanv-fort - are 5 types of
fortifications of Panchvarg. Where there is no cultivation of any kind,
that region is called ‘Irini’ and the desert filled with sand is called
‘Dhanv’. By utilizing all these forts in due time, the king can protect
himself.

3. Material, Price, Punishment and Division - these four types of policies
are Chaturvarg.

4. King, minister, nation, fort, treasury, army and friend — these 7 who
favor the state are Saptavarg.

5. Swearing, courage, treason, jealousy, fault-finding, possessing illicit-
wealth, harshness of speech and punishment - these eight vices arising
out of anger are Ashtavarg.

. ‘Dharm’ (duty), ‘Arth’ (economy) and ‘Kam’ (lust) are called Trivarg.

. There are 3 vidyas - Trilogy, Talks and Punishment. The philosophy
and rituals of the first three Veds (Rigved, Yajurved and Samved) are
Trilogy. Agriculture, cow protection, animal husbandry etc. are under
Talks and ethics have been described here as Punishment.

8. ‘Sandhi’, ‘Vigrah’, ‘Yan’, ‘asan’, ‘Dvaidhibhav’ and ‘Samasray’ - are Six
Gun (qualities). Sandhi: keeping peace with the enemy, Vigrah: fighting
with enemy, Yan: attacking, asan: waiting for the opportunity,
Dvaidhibhav :the use of dual policy and taking refuge under a king
stronger than himself is called Samasray.

9. Fire, flood, earthquake, disease, epidemic and famine are the natural
obstacles. The fear of the officials of the state, thieves, enemies and
the people who are dear to the king and the greed of the king himself
are human hindrance.

10.The unpaid staff of another king, those who have been humiliated,
those who are enraged by the behavior of their master or those who
have been intimidated- alliancing with such persons by fulfilling their
needs is considered as ethical action of a king.

11.Child, old, ailing, estranged, timid, accompanied by weak human
beings, gives shelter to greedy men, dissatisfied with other officials like
ministers, generals, etc., one who condemns brahmins (scholars), slain
by luck, not making effort but depending on fate, short of food and
grain, without army, not living in the homeland, having many enemies,
under harsh conditions and devoid of truth - are twenty types of kings
who are not considered worthy for a treaty. These are called
Vinshtivarg.

12.Ruler of the state, ‘Amaty’, Kindhearted people, Treasury, Nation, Fort
and Army - these seven parts of the state are called Prakriti Mandal.

~N o

Let us not forget that

e One can get happiness and prosperity by luck, but for these to remain
one has to work relentlessly. Luck can only provide an opportunity but
cannot make an opportunity 'eternal’.

e The success of any work or system depends on the policy and
implementation behind it.

« If workers are incompetent, then the fear of a faulty implementation and
failure of a good policy will always remain.

e Only qualified, capable and responsible workers can do the best
implementation of any work or policy.

e A society is prosperous only when every section of it prospers. Hindu
culture believes in ‘the welfare of all is welfare of self'.

e “This society is my family and | am a part of it”, is the feeling rooted in
the ideal of 'Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam' of Hindus.
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